June 12-14, 2008
500 Respondents
LESTER & ASSOCIATES
Education Reform Now
A Study of Selected Issues In the District of Columbia Public Schools

Master Questionnaire

Q.1 Are you 18 years or older and registered to vote in the District of Columbia?

Total
R =T USRI 100
N O i -
[0 g A <2101 2 -

Q.2 On November 5th of this year, there will be an election to elect a President. What is the chance that
you will vote in that election? Are you almost certain, will you probably vote or would you say the
chances are 50507

Total
AIMOSE CEMAIN.......viiviiieiiieee e 95
ProbabIy .......ccooiiiii 5
NOt SUrE/OthEr FESPONSE ....ecvvevecieeie ettt -

Q.3 Respondent's gender

Total
I ... 45
FEMAIE ... e 55

Q.4 Overall, do you think things in your neighborhood are going in the right direction or the wrong
direction?

Total
RIght dir€CLION ....ecvviiecicc e e 69
WIONG TrACK ...ttt 17
(Don't KNOW/TefUSEA) ... 13
RIGt - WIONQ .o 52

Q.5 Now I am going to read you a list of issues. Please tell me which issue concerns you the most?

Total
Jobs and the eCONOMY ... 29
Improving public education............ccccceeevviieniiicic e, 23
Affordable health Care ... 16
ATTOrdable NOUSING .......coviiiiiicc e 9
Crime and public SAfetY .........cccvviviiiiiiceee 9
Drugs in the neighborhood ..o 4
TranSPOrtation ISSUES .........ccveviirierinierieniesieie e 2
LI 2 T O TP U PP OURTPP 2
GeNtrifiCAtION ..o 1
Don't KNOW/NOT SUIE......eoviiieie et 5
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Here is a list of people. Please tell me whether you have a very favorable, favorable, unfavorable or very
unfavorable opinion of each one. If you have no opinion or have never heard of someone, please say so.

Very Very Un- Never Total Total
Fav Fav UnfavUnfav DK Famil famil Heard Fav Unfav
6 Adrian Fenty .......cc.ccocvvvviernnne 20 59 9 3 4 3 1 1 79 12
7 Tommy Wells........c.ccoevveiennnn, 6 16 3 2 22 9 19 23 22 5
9 Michelle Rhee..........covvevueee. 13 35 10 3 12 6 8 12 48 13

Now let's change the subject.

9 Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job Adrian Fenty is doing as Mayor of the
District of Columbia?

Total
AAPPIOVE <o 77
DiSSAPIOVE ...ttt sttt sresaa e 16
DOoN't KNOW/NOE SUFE .....oviieieieiieieeiesiesie e 7
APPIrove - DISSAPIOVE .....cccveiieciicie ettt 60

10 Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job Adrian Fenty is doing as Mayor on the
issue of improving public education?

Total
AAPPIOVE <o 65
DISSAPIOVE ...ttt 22
DOoN't KNOW/NOL SUFE ...t 13
APProVve - DISSAPIOVE .......ccoiiiiiiiiieieesie s 43

11 Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the job Michelle Rhee is doing as Chancellor of
the District of Columbia Public Schools?

Total
AAPPIOVE <ottt e et e e ae e nrae e nnaeean 55
DiSSAPIOVE ...ttt st sre et e 20
DOoN't KNOW/NOL SUIE .....veeiviciiee ettt 25
APProve - DISSAPIOVE .....cccveiieciieiecieeiecte et 35
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Now let me ask you something different.

12 Do you think the District of Columbia Public School System is an excellent, good, fair, or poor one?

Excellent/Good...........coovvveivcnenenns
JUSt FaIr/POOr ...

Excellent/Good - Fair/Poor ............

Total

13 How would you rate the schools in your neighborhood? Would that be excellent, good, just fair, or

poor?

Excellent/Good.......cccvvvvveeiiiieiinnnn,
Just FaIr/POOr ..........coooveeiieeeeee,

Excellent/Good - Fair/Poor ............

14 Who would you say is most responsible for the schools in your neighborhood being as they are:
School administrators, teachers, parents, teachers unions, the Mayor or the D.C Council?

Parents .......cooeeee i,
School administrators ..........c..ccue......
D.C CounCil .....coovvviiiiiiiiciic e,
TEACKEIS. ..o
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16 Do you think that public charter schools are a good idea?
Total

17 Do you think parents should be able to choose where their children attend schools or rely on the Board

of Education to make the choice?

Parents - Board ..........cccceevveeeieeiee e

18 Do you believe, in some instances, that working and poor parents should be given financial assistance

in the form of a voucher to send their children to a school of their choice?

19 In the last five years, would you say public education has improved in your neighborhood a lot, a little,

not much or not at all?

NOtat @l ..o
DIK/NOE SUMB....eveeeee et aeee s

AT oo
Not much/at all...........oooooeeviiieeeeee e,

A lot/little - Not much/atall ............cccun....
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20 Generally speaking, do you think that public education in your neighborhood schools is improving a
lot, a little, not much or not at all?

Total
AN (o) PP TTTRRTRTRR 8
F AN T [T RTRRRRPT 38
L0 01 110 ] TR 18
L0 - - || R 15
DIK/NOT SUMB....evviiee ittt see et st e st r e s e e e s st e s e ra e e s enreeeesaares 20
F AN (0] 7] 1 o [T 46
NOTt MUCH/AT AlL......eeeeiiieeeeee et 33
A lot/little - Not much/at all ..........oooveomeeeeeeeeeeeee e 13

21 Do you know if parents in your neighborhood are able to send their children to a public school other
than their assigned zone school?

Total
D =S 43
N[ TR 21
[N V0] TV TR 36

22 Is it a good idea for parents to be able to send their kids to a public or charter school other than their
assigned school?

Total

Y S ettt bbbt bbb b 80

N O e —————————— 11

DK/NOE SUI ... .eveceie ittt sttt s ee e 9

Y ES = INO ittt naae e 69

23 Is there a public charter school in your school district?

Total

B =L SO PRSP 60

IO ettt 10

DK/NOL SUME.....eiiciie sttt sttt sre st nre 30
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24. Mayor Fenty has made improving public education a top priority and brought in Michelle Rhee, an
expert in teacher training who was working in New York City, as the new Chancellor of DCPS. On
March 6th, Rhee fired 98 DCPS employees. The move came about two months after the Mayor and D.C.
Council gave her unprecedented authority to reclassify about 390 of the more than 700 nonunion central
office workers under "at-will" status, which allowed her to fire them without cause. Rhee said the actions
were part of her effort to establish a "culture of accountability” in DCPS by sweeping out unproductive
workers at the central office. The terminations were the first mass firings in about a decade and Rhee
indicated they might not be the last. Would you say you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
do not support or strongly do not support Rhee's firing of the DCPS employees?

Total
SErONGIY SUPPOI......eiiiieiee e 38
SOMEWNAL SUPPOIT ... 27
Somewhat do NOt SUPPOTT .......c.vvviriiriiieieieeeee e 10
Strongly do NOt SUPPOIT .....ccvveeiieeiiie e 18
DoN't KNOW/ NOT SUFE ..ot 7
TOtal SUPPOIT ...t 66
Total DO NOt SUPPOIT ....ocvveiiiecie e 28
SUpport - DO NOL SUPPOIT ......cvvveiiiecie e 38
Now I'd like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes.
25. Which of the following categories best describes your age?
Total
L8 24 .ottt 6
25529 s 6
3034 e ere s 10
35730 et naens 9
BO-B4 ... 8
A58 ..ot are s 10
5059 1. et 21
ST o] o] [0 < S PS 32
(DON't KNOW/NOL SUI) ...cuvivieieciecie ettt sttt s 1

Lester&Associates



Lester&Associates - DC Schools: Frequencies, June 12-14, 2008

26. What is the last grade in school you completed?

Total
Grade SCNOOL ........oiiiiiieieee s 2
Some high SChOOL.........cccooviiiiic e 4
High school graduate ............ccoceveieieciic e 15
SOME COMBGE......oiiieec e 16
College graduate ..........cceeveieeiie i 27
Graduate SChOO ..........coviiiiiiire e 34
Technical SChOOL ... 2
(Don't KNOW/TEFUSEA) ..o -

27. For statistical purposes only, we need to know your total family income for 2007. Which of the
following categories best represents your total family income?

Total
Less than $20,000 .........c.eeiciieirieeeieecei et sree s eres e see e s r e e e sereeeas 7
$20,000-$30,000 ......cccciiiiiieieieseie s 10
$30,000-540,000 ......0ccciiiiiiiiiiie e 7
$40,000-$50,000 ......0ccciiiiiiieiiie e 8
$50,000-375,000 ......cccciiiieiieieie ittt s 15
$75,000-5100,000........000cciiiiiieiirii et 13
OVEr $100,000 .....cciiieiiiiiieeciii ettt 28
(Don't KNOW/TefUSEd) .......vviiiiiieieee e 13
28. What is your current marital status - are you married, single, widowed, or divorced?
Total
Y =T 1= TR 39
SINGIE o s 34
WIAOWED......ooiieiiicei ettt sttt 13
[TV [0] (o= SRR 14
DIKIRF e 1
29. Do you currently have children in public schools, public charter schools, or private schools?
Total
{0 o] [ o2 9
PUDIIC Charter......ociviiiceee et 2
PIIVALE ...t s abaae s 4
Don't have children in SChool ...........ooovviviiiiiiiccee e, 83
[N 0 U= 1
30. What is your race?
Total
African-American/ BlacK.......cccvovcveiiiieiiie et 52
Caucasian/ WL ........eeeeiieee e 43
HiISPANIC/LALINO. .....eeivieiieieeee e e 1
ASTAN-AIMEIICAN .....veiee sttt ettt e et e e s st e e s st e e e s sebeeeesssrreeesaas 1
OthEITNOL SUIE ..ttt s 3
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Ward
Total
L e r e e e bae s 12
2 e e e e e e e e e e s s e e aare e aares 12
RSN 13
B e a et e e s r e aaa e 17
D e a e et 14
B ittt e e e s e e e b e e s e e sare s aares 12
T e e e e e e e a e et e e s ee e areeares 12
< TR 8
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